
Affinity Group FAQ 2023-2024

7KLV�GRFXPHQW�LV�FUHDWHG�WR�SRSXODWH�IUHTXHQWO\�DVNHG�TXHVWLRQV�VR�WKDW�ZH 
DUH�DEOH�WR�SURYLGH�DQG�GLUHFW�IRO[�WR�WKH�DQVZHUV�WKH\�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU� 
3OHDVH�ILOO�RXW�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�RU�DQVZHUV�\RX�PD\�KDYH�RU�NQRZ�

I want to start an affinity group, how do I get started?

$IILQLW\�VSDFHV��VWXGHQWV�
WR�VHH�ZKR�WKH�EHVW�SHUVRQ�WR�VXSSRUW�\RX�LV�

Are affinity spaces age or grade restricted?

1R��VWXGHQWV�RI�DOO�DJHV�FDQ�DWWHQG�DIILQLW\�JURXS�PHHWLQJV��$GYLVRUV�VKRXOG 
FRQVLGHU�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�JURXS��GHYHORSPHQWDO�QHHGV�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV��DQG 
VWDIILQJ�ZKHQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�KDYLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�RIIHULQJ�LV 
DSSURSULDWH�

Who can lead? Can community members lead?

&RRUGLQDWLQJ��IDFLOLWDWLQJ��DQG�KRVWLQJ�DIILQLW\�VSDFHV�FDQ�EH�GRQH�E\�D�ZLGH 
UDQJH�RI�DGXOWV��$GYLVRUV�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�WHDFKHUV��FRXQVHORUV��DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� 
RU�3)63�VWDII��,Q�VRPH�FDVHV��681�VFKRRO�SDUWQHUV�RU�FRPPXQLW\�SDUWQHUV 
KDYH�OHG�DIILQLW\�JURXSV�RQ�FDPSXV��,W�LV�JHQHUDOO\�XS�WR�EXLOGLQJ�OHDGHU�V��WR 
GHWHUPLQH�LI�D�SDUWLFXODU�SHUVRQ�LV�D�SURSHU�ILW�IRU�WKLV�ZRUN�DQG�KDV�WKH 
SURSHU�FOHDUDQFHV�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV.
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Who processes the payments?

6FKRRO�VHFUHWDULHV�XVXDOO\�HQWHU�KRXUV�IRU�(5�SD\�DQG�WKH�VFKRRO 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZLOO�DSSURYH�WKRVH�KRXUV�RQ�D�PRQWKO\�EDVLV��4XHVWLRQV 
DERXW�SURFHVVLQJ�WKH�(5�SD\�IRU�DIILQLW\�OHDGHUV�FDQ�EH�GLUHFWHG�WR�'DYLG 
6WRQH�LQ�WKH�%XGJHW�2IILFH��GOVWRQH#SSV�QHW��

Who has access to funding support?
)XQGV�FDQ�EH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�DIILQLW\�JURXSV�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�RU�KRVW�DFWLYLWLHV�RU 
VSHFLDO�HYHQWV��VXFK�DV�FRQIHUHQFHV���)XQGLQJ�LV�OLPLWHG�DQG�QRW�DOO 
UHTXHVWV�FDQ�EH�IXOILOOHG��3OHDVH�VHH�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKLV�GRFXPHQW�WR�VHH 
ZKR�WKH�EHVW�SHUVRQ�WR�VXSSRUW�\RX�LV.

Who can be paid to lead? What are the parameters?

Beginning with the 2021-22 school year, PAT members were eligible for 
Extended Responsibility (ER) pay for leading student racial affinity groups 
(this was decided as part of the PAT and district bargaining process). 
Therefore, PAT members are eligible for this kind of pay. Schools may 
choose to undertake a personal services (or other) contract to pay for an 
advisor to lead affinity efforts in the absence of willing or appropriate school 
staff.

LGBTQ2SIA+ affinity advisors are also eligible for ER pay if their building 
administrator(s) determine an LGBTQIA+ group (e.g. SAGA, GSA, QSA, 
Unity, etc) is needed based on interest and school population.

If a PAT member does not want to serve as an affinity group advisor, a 
PFSP staff member can serve as the advisor and get the same pay (note: 
this is a change from previous messaging). 

What department supports your group?

Student racial affinity groups-
Office of Community Engagement and Student Voice: Yian Saechao. 

Student LGBTQIA+ affinity groups-
Student Success & Health - LGBTQ+ Supports: Britt Bieberich. 

For more contact information, please see the bottom of this document.

mailto:dlstone@pps.net


When can groups meet & what is required?
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What is the deadline for starting a group?
7KHUH�LV�QR�JHQHUDO�GHDGOLQH�IRU�VWDUWLQJ�DQ�DIILQLW\�JURXS�RQ�FDPSXV��,I�WKH 
QHHG�DULVHV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�QHHG�WKH�VXSSRUW��DQ�DIILQLW\�JURXS�FDQ�EH FUHDWHG�
DW�DQ\�WLPH�

Who can I contact for support?

5DFH�%DVHG�$IILQLW\�*URXS�*HQHUDO�4XHVWLRQV��<LDQ�6DHFKDR
�\LVDHFKDR#SSV�QHW�

/*%74,$��$IILQLW\�*HQHUDO�DQG�)XQGLQJ�4XHVWLRQV��%ULWW %LHEHULFK�
�EUELHEULFK#SSV�QHW�

(5�3D\�4XHVWLRQV��<RXU�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RU�'DYLG�6WRQH
�GOVWRQH#SSV�QHW�
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